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Data from  more than 40 Million Credit and Debit Cards Exposed
Target has recently admitted that hackers gained access to the names, credit card numbers, security 
codes and expiration dates from the credit and debit cards that many, many people used to make 
purchases at their stores since Thanksgiving, and sources say they’ve got all that data for at least 40 
million people. 

What You Should Do
So what do you do if you’re one of those 40 million Americans worrying that thieves have access to 
your credit or debit card information? Just follow these simple steps, and take a little weight off your 
shoulders just in time for the holidays.

1. Check your account statements right now. Use a secure WiFi connection to log on to 
online accounts and review credit card and bank account statements. Take action if you see 
unfamiliar charges. Call your credit card issuer or bank. 

2. Replace your card ASAP. The bad guys can recreate physical cards with the stolen 
information and use them at any time. Even if they haven’t used your card, the data on the 
card has been compromised. Waiting to replace it may cost more money and cause more 
trouble later. 

3. Update your new payment information. When you replace your card, remember to 
update that information with service providers—such as Netflix, Hulu or your cell phone 
company—to avoid service disruptions. Otherwise, charges won’t go through and you’ll 
experience more headaches. 

4. Keep checking your accounts. If you don’t immediately replace your cards, Review every 
transaction daily via your credit card companies’ or banks’ online sites until they are replaced. 

5. Check your credit reports. Review your credit reports from the three reporting 
agencies—TransUnion, Experian and Equifax. Visit annualcreditreport.com, the government-
mandated source for free credit reports. Investigate suspicious activity and stay on top of it 
until the matter is resolved.

Target shoppers maybe at risk of identity theft if they made purchases at the 
popular retailer from November 27 to December 15.
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Consult with your providers if you suspect you’re a victim of identity theft. You already may 
have access to identity management services through us or your other providers such as insur-
ance carriers, banks, credit unions or other membership organizations.
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